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Editor’s Notes - August 2021 issue
The sun is shining and with lockdown restrictions now lifted, we can 
finally spend some quality time with our friends and family. It has been a long 
journey to get to where we are now and, as Boris likes to remind us, we still need 
to approach the future with caution. This pandemic is certainly not over! Let’s 
sensibly celebrate what we have all achieved together as we build back bigger, 
better and stronger. 

As you will see in this issue, there are various events to enjoy within our villages 
with various clubs and groups resuming. (For example, it is great to see Gislingham 
Variety Club advertising on page 17 for new members, with plans for a future 
production in mind). 

As I reflect on the past month, whether you are a football fan or not, there were 
plenty of reasons to feel inspired, moved even, by England’s performances during 
the European Championship. For 4 weeks, it was just what the nation needed 
after the last 18 months we’ve had to endure.  The spirit of the players, whose 
commitment never wavered throughout the tournament, the nobility of their 
manager, Gareth Southgate, who has been an exemplar to those in public life 
throughout the competition. And the sheer, unbridled delirium of the Wembley 
crowd, who had waited 55 long years to see the England men’s team reach a major 
final! It certainly brought the Nation together for 4 weeks. What a pity that it took 
just over 120 minutes on Sunday 11th July, for our dreams to be shattered, and so-
called English football fans managed to tarnish all the good things to come out of 
the tournament up until that point! As the dust settles, hopefully as a nation we 
will remember the positives, and reflect upon and learn from the negative aspects.  

My apologies to those of you that are glad that’s it’s all over and are delighted that 
TV programming has returned to normal. And my congratulations to any Italian 
nationals reading this. Over the 120 minutes, the better team won! 

From everyone at The Messenger, we wish you a happy, positive and cheerful 
month.

Until next month!

Jeff Norman, Editor

Cover photo: Robinson’s Mill, Mellis Common.

WELCOME TO THE MESSENGER
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DIARY & LOCAL EVENTS

What’s On

Sat 31st July: Jumble Sale – All Saints Church, Stoke Ash
- See page 44 for details

Sat 7th August: Book Sale & Cake Stall
- Gislingham Village Hall – see page 49 for details

Sat 7th & Sun 8th August: National Open Garden Scheme
- Gislingham (11.00am – 4.00pm). - see page 5 for details

Mon 16th August: Gislingham Parish Council Meeting
- Gislingham Village Hall @ 7.00pm.  - see page 4 for details

Weds 18th August: Gislingham WI 
- Gislingham Village Hall @ 7.30pm - Speaker Tina Oldfield ‘Trek for Life’

Sat 28th – Mon 30th August: Annual Flower Festival
- St. Mary’s Church, Gislingham – see page 41 for details

Sat 11th Sept: Quiz Night
- Gislingham Village Hall – see page 21 for details

Sat 25th Sept: Late Summer Bar-B-Q / Gis-Fest
- Gislingham Village Hall – see pages 14/15 for details

Sun 26th Sept: Apple Day
- The Walled Garden, Thornham Magna – see page 43 for details.

Sun 7th Nov: Gislingham Winter Litter Pick
- Gislingham Village Hall. 11.00am to Noon – details to follow

Events and Club meetings etc., for inclusion in future issues should be sent to:
themessengereditorial@gmail.com

Deadline for the September issue “What’s On” Diary is: Friday 20th August.
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REGULAR EVENTS

Regular Events:

Total Fitness - Gislingham Village Hall. Thursdays 6.15pm and 7.15pm 
A fusion of fitness and pilates.  Becky: 07734 414151

Circuit Training Fitness Class - Mellis Memorial Hall. 
Mondays 7.30pm – 8.30pm - Please bring water and a fitness mat if poss. 
Gus: 07540 473203 / anguswilkinson@btinternet.com

Thornham Bowls Club: Every Friday, 2.00pm – 4.00pm. 
For more details contact Keith:  01379 871881

Mellis Cricket Club plays at Thornham Estate
Saturdays and Sundays (May to Sept.)
New Players phone: Ben 01473 892557 or email:  ben.box@btopenworld.com

Yaxley and Mellis Reading Group 
Meet on the 4th Thursday (afternoon) of the month 
Marie:  07904 121215 or email:  mnwhizz@yahoo.co.uk

The Walled Garden, Thornham Walks
Open every Sunday 12.00-3.00pm until Sept 26th

Events and Club meetings etc., for inclusion in future issues should be sent to:
themessengereditorial@gmail.com

Deadline for the September issue “What’s On Dairy” is: Friday 20th August.
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GISLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

The Draft Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held 19th July 2021 
can be found on the Parish Council Website. These Minutes are also 
affixed to the Parish Council Noticeboard located outside the Village Shop.

I would encourage all residents to look at the Agendas and Minutes on the Gislingham 
Parish Council website at http://gislingham.onesuffolk.net/  to keep up to date on items 
which are discussed at meetings by Councillors.  At these meetings there is time set aside 
for the public to voice any concerns they have in the Village. 

Parish Council meetings have now returned to the Village Hall with all Risk Assessments 
and Social Distancing regulations in place. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 16th August 2021 commencing at 7pm. We very much 
hope that residents can attend these meetings.  

Parish Councillors would like to wish Cllr Diana Kearsley well with her recent house move 
and to thank her for her contributions to Gislingham not only as a Parish Councillor but 
also her time as a District Councillor.  We now have another Casual Vacancy on the Parish 
Council as Diana has moved out of Gislingham and so therefore not able to remain a 
Councillor.

We have 3 Casual vacancies on the Parish Council

 ✔ Are you interested in local issues?
 ✔ Do you wish to serve your Community?
 ✔ Could you provide a voice for Residents?

Eligibility requires that you have resided or worked in Gislingham for a year.

At the Parish Council meeting held in June the Councillors agreed to hold the next Litter 
Pick on Sunday 7th November 11am – Noon.  Please put this date in your diaries. I hope 
residents can join us. 

The Parish Council have been advised that the Saturday Book Sale and Coffee Morning is 
scheduled to start up again on Saturday 7th August.  Previously the Parish Council held a 
Help Desk at this event but prior to Lockdown the Parish Council decided to change this 
to Councillors circulating amongst residents particularly newcomers so we can introduce 
ourselves. 

The first point of contact for any matters relating to the Parish Council, is the Parish Clerk 
on clerk@gislinghamparishcouncil.com or on 07796 410694. 

It was my pleasure to be invited to cut the ribbon to celebrate the re-opening of the Village 
Shop on Friday 16th July which is now under the branding of Londis.  I am sure everyone 
in Gislingham has seen how much Vinoth and Kaarunya have done to improve the shop 
which is a great asset to Gislingham.  Please do support our local shop.

Julie Bell, Chair, Gislingham Parish Council
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GISLINGHAM UNITED CHARITY

Gislingham United Charity Trustees are pleased to consider applications 
for support from residents of Gislingham who find themselves in 
hardship or need. The Charity will also consider providing support to 
villagers of all ages in pursuing their education, whether at school, university or towards 
a vocation. 
We also have limited funds available to support the Village Hall Management Committee 
in meeting their objectives and to provide for and maintain recreation facilities within the 
village.
The next GUC Meeting is scheduled to be held on September 17th
Applications for support received up to two weeks prior to the meeting date will be 
considered by Trustees. Should any application for support be received beyond this two-
week period but prior to the Trustee Meeting, it may be considered at that meeting, at the 
discretion of the Trustees, or deferred until the subsequent meeting.
Gislingham United Charity is a registered charity, No. 208340, and is run by volunteers.
All applications should be made to the Clerk to the Trustees at:
75 Shelfanger Road, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4EH
Simon Bell, Chairman, GUC

Gardens in Mill Street & Chapel Farm 
Close open to support this fantastic 
charity  
On Sat 7th and Sun  8th August  
11.00am-4.30pm 

Two gardens combined admission £5.00 
children free. Plant sale and 
refreshments. Local signs on the day. 

The National Garden Scheme is a 
registered charity that supports a 
number of cancer related and other 
organisations: Macmillan Nurses, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, Help the Hospices, 

and others.  

Your support will be greatly appreciated. 
(Iris and Alan Stanley with Ross Lee)  
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Lucas Fettes Financial Planning® is a registered trading name of Lucas Fettes & Partners (Financial Services) Limited, who are 
independent financial advisers authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA number: 146279). Financial 
Conduct Authority regulation applies to certain regulated activities, products and services, but does not necessarily apply to all 
tax planning activities and services.

Effective solutions. Trusted advice.

Lucas Fettes Financial Planning are a multi award-winning firm of Chartered independent financial planners 
and employee benefits consultants.

We understand that each individual has a unique set of circumstances, financial goals and life-long 
aspirations and, as such, we take the time to develop an in-depth understanding of our clients in order to 
deliver suitable financial planning solutions.

Get in touch today for a no cost, no obligation consultation.

www.lffinancialplanning.co.uk info@lffp.co.uk 01379 890 401

Nick Bobby Nick Bobby 
Tree ServicesTree Services
All Aspects Of Tree and All Aspects Of Tree and 

Hedge Work Undertaken Hedge Work Undertaken 

All Access Stump GrindingAll Access Stump Grinding

Fully InsuredFully Insured

Competitive Rates Competitive Rates 

Professional ServiceProfessional Service

For a free quotation please call For a free quotation please call 

 01379 871459 01379 871459

	
	
	
	

Nick Bobby Tree Services 
 
 

All Aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 
All Access Stump Grinding 

Fully Insured 
Competitive Rates 

Professional Service 
 
 
 

For a free quotation please call 01379 788757 or 07545 989081 
 

www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk 
 
 

Countryside, Conservation 
& Tree Services 

• Tree Surgery
• Tree Planting
• Hedge Laying & Management
• Woodland & Fruit Tree Management
• Conservation & Landscape Projects
• Stump Grinding
• Wood Chip Mulch

Peter Kerry
Telephone : Day 01359 242 436
Mobile 07792 995 483
Email peterkerry2018@gmail.com

£5,000,000 public liability insurance
FREE QUOTATIONS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor, 
 
‘Circular walk from Gislingham via Cromwell Plantation’. (July issue)

I would like to point out that Cromwell’s Plantation is a private wood with no 
public access. This is a site of a Scheduled Monument that has seen an increasing 
amount of damage from unauthorised public access.  
Your article in the July issue is suggesting visiting this wood and exploring the 
Monument. Articles like this can lead to an increase in illegal detecting which 
robs the county of its heritage and undue stress to historical sites by ill-informed 
public.  
The footpath runs beside the wood on a grass track which leads to a dead end 
and then you must go back on yourself to the main road B1113. The footpath 
(FP003) does not pass anywhere in the woodland.  
As this is a scheduled monument there is no permission for metal detecting 
without the landowner’s permission and English Heritage. 

David Miller, Miller Farms, Gislingham

Editor’s Comment:

Thank for pointing out the inaccuracies in our article. We apologise for the 
misinformation in the article and any inconvenience we may have caused as a 
result. We have informed readers of the errors in this article on our Facebook 
page immediately we were made aware.

We will be more careful in future to check we do not trespass onto private land 
before we publish our suggested walks.

Dear Editor, 

Too fast!

Further to the letters in the June issue about the school traffic in Gislingham. I 
no longer leave home before 9.15am to bike along the Gislingham Road through 
Thornham. Having dropped their children at school, it seems to me that the 
drivers are then late for work and return along Gislingham Road far too fast 
towards the A140. The reverse is true after 3.15pm, again no bike for me until 
much later in the day.

Resident of Thornham Magna
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Shine n Clean
Residential and commercial window 

cleaning

A reliable window cleaning service 
using the latest pure water and reach & 
wash cleaning systems, leaving glass 

sparkling clean for weeks, no mess, no 
smears and no harmful chemicals

01359 259376

Email: shinenclean@mail.com

 

Shine n Clean 
Residential and commercial window cleaning 

A reliable window cleaning service using the 
latest pure water and reach & wash cleaning 

systems, leaving glass sparkling clean for weeks, 
no mess, no smears and no harmful chemicals 

01359 259376 

Email: shinenclean@mail.com 



9

NOTES FROM THORNHAM

Thornham Magna is blessed with many ancient oak trees forming dense
groves in places, most notably at a location in the north west corner of the

Hall’s grounds. This is one of the finest groups of veteran oaks in the county,
with many more historic
oaks close at hand in the
gardens, Park and woods.
They reached maturity
centuries ago in the hedges
of often long-forgotten
fields. Old Thornham field
names, The Queach
(thicket) and Fryars Wood
Field suggest there were
even more trees before
being cleared.

In the second half of the
19th century many changes
and improvements were
made in the parish, including restoration of the church and the building of
formal walks around the Hall. Someone with imagination realised that the oak
grove was a wonderful setting for a romantic gothic chapel and what we know
as the Folly was created. At hand was the weathered stonework and medieval
font that had been removed from the church, an army of estate craftsmen to do
the hard work and an unknown person to design and supervise.

The building was sometimes called the Hermitage, a romantic reference to a
structure said to have stood elsewhere in the Thornhams for a few years in the
13th century. Under yet another name, the Summer House, it was used as a
resting or picnic spot by groups out for a stroll from the Hall, a gardener being
sent ahead to light the fire.

By the turn of the 20th century the Folly was a ruin. It was rebuilt in the
nineties by Lord John and Lady Julia Henniker in memory of the Sixth Baron
who died in 1956 having never fully recovered from the horrors of Ypres.

• Events in the Thornhams Here’s hoping this section can soon resume.
Meanwhile the good news is that the Village Hall is being insulated to make it a
cosier winter venue than has sometimes been the case.

This photo shows the Folly in about 1875. The
photographer was probably Cleer Alger of Diss.
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GISLINGHAM PLAYGROUP
We provide a safe, warm, friendly and 
caring setting for children aged 2-5 
years, in a brand new purpose built 
building on the same site as Gislingham 
CEVCP School, with whom we work closely 
to provide an excellent education.

Breakfast Club 8.00am - 8.45am
Morning 8.45am to 11.45am

Lunch Club 11.45am to 12.45pm
Afternoon 12.45pm to 3.45pm

"Children are cared for by experienced and caring staff who get to 
know them and their families very well.  Staff skilfully support their 

emotional well being"  Ofsted October 2019
Please visit our website www.gislinghamplaygroup.com 

or phone us on 01379 788934
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YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER
For Eye & Diss etc

Anglian Water Approved

Mark Jardine
Plumbing & Heating

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small
Full Bathroom Installation
Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc.
Water Softeners
All Work Anglian Water Certified
24 Hour Emergency Call Out

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tel: 01728 628291 Mob: 07854 924 801
Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com

 

 
Post hole borer available 
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The Trustees met recently to discuss future plans for the Village Hall.

We decided to proceed with the following events on the assumption that 
government guidelines will be lifted/eased.  Obviously if this does not 
happen the events will be subject to change.  Please note the revised date 
for the September Quiz.

•	 11th September 2021 – Quiz Night
•	 25th September 2021 – Gisfest
•	 9th October 2021 – Jumble Sale
•	 13th November 2021 – Race Night  
•	 11th December 2021 – Quiz Night

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to the Hall.

       Follow us at www.facebook.com/GislinghamVillageHall/

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE HALL

NEWS FROM GISLINGHAM VILLAGE HALL
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Is	Back	Again!	
Join	us	for	an	afternoon	and	evening	of	
live	music,	with	barbecue	and	drinks,	

plus	sunshine	(we	hope!)	
	

Featuring	

THE	ZILLIONAIRES	
Plus	other	surprise	Acts!	

Gislingham	Village	Hall	
25th	September	2021	

3.00	pm	until		…	
	

Licensed	Bar,	Soft	drinks	
Beer,	Wine,	Cider	
Barbecue	&	Snacks	

Free	Entry	
All	proceeds	in	support	of	Gislingham	Village	Hall	
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This is an event we have put-on in previous years under the guise of “Gis-Fest”, 
and it originated when the Village Hall reached its 60th Birthday in 2015. The event 
included local talent from within the village and surrounding area and was such a 
success that it became an annual event … until … the World came to a stop!

Anyway, things are now looking up and we plan to do something in a similar vein 
on the 25th September at Gislingham Village Hall

There will be a bar-b-q and bar laid-on by 
the village hall committee, with live music 
laid on by a local band and, hopefully, some 
other musicians/singers/acts. Because of 
the time of year for this year’s event, we 
plan to start in the afternoon, and go on 
until people have had enough. 

It is free entry, and all proceeds from drinks 
and food go towards village hall funds … so 
a very worthy cause.

Being conscious of the fact that there 
are many new faces in the village, and 
hopefully lots of new talent, we thought 
we would advertise to see if there are any 
musicians/singers/jugglers/ etc. who may 
wish to get involved this year?

Any age, any standard, and almost any 
content and solo or group/band acts 
welcome … if you want to join in with 
others that can also be arranged; so, if you 
are interested, please contact me. 

Chris Saunders, on 01379-788484 or 
cd.saunders@btconnect.com

More details of this event will be published 
in the September issue of the Messenger. 

GIS-FEST RETURNS IN 2021 AS A “LATE 
SUMMER BARBECUE”
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JWC Brickwork Ltd 
•	 New	&	traditional	brickwork
•	 Garden	walls
•	 Re-pointing
•	 Chimneys	&	fireplaces
•	 New	builds	&	extensions
•	 Patios	
•	 Shed	bases
•	 Groundworks
•	 Insurance	jobs
•	 No	job	too	small

 
01379 788092 (Gislingham)

07793 028 606
jamiesonchambers@gmail.com

www.jwcbrickwork.co.uk

Beauty and Massage Therapist and
TROPIC Ambassador

• Offering 20 years of experience 
• Fully insured
• A warm friendly professional service
• Using the highest quality products 
• Massage ( hot stone, pregnancy , swedish)
• Reflexology 
• Customised facials using Tropic Skincare
• Shellac gel nails
• Eyebrow waxing, tinting and 

design
• OPI manicures and Pedicures
• Waxing

01379 788092
annachambers82@gmail.com
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Gislingham Variety Club Needs You! 
Ever dreamt of acting, singing, dancing or trying your hand at one of the 

supporting roles such as set design, costume making, makeup, backstage, 

directing or producing?  

Then why not join our friendly village based am-dram group. We aim to 

perform shows of the highest quality, to suit all ages and tastes, while 

having as much fun as possible. We welcome anyone who wants to join 

from age 13 upwards. 

If you are interested in joining us and/or becoming a member, please email 

us at: GVC@daynet.co.uk 

We usually perform productions twice per year with genres such as murder 

mysteries, plays, musicals and pantos.  

We are planning to hold a presentation/read through of our next production 

and a social event in October. 
 

Look out for further information about our events in the Messenger and on 

our Facebook page: 

Gislingham Variety Club 

 

 

Richard Adams 

Chair 
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Choose all your flooring from the 
comfort of your own home, or 
come visit our showroom by at 
Redgrave Business Centre, Mon-
Wed-Friday 0900-14.30.

Please call the office on 
01379 644309 or email info@
gandhflooring.co.uk for an 
appointment or to get a free 
quotation.

 

 

EMMA EDWARDS 
MOBILE HAIRDRESSING 

 
v Salon experience in your own home. 
v Fresh, creative approach to mobile 

hairdressing. 
v Former salon owner bringing with 

her years of experience. 
v Dedicated to customer satisfaction. 

 

EEvveenniinngg  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  

To make an appointment call EEmmmmaa  on 

0077990000  668833  664499  


              



 
 
 

























It is a bit like buses (though maybe not round here!) – one book about 
hostages and hijacking on a plane is published, and another two with a 
similar theme come along one after the other. Perhaps it’s precisely because 
we haven’t been able to fly anywhere for the last eighteen months that have put authors’ 
minds to setting thrillers on an aeroplane.

The first one I read was Falling by T.J. Newman (Simon and Schuster). 
A pilot on a packed flight from Los Angeles to New York doesn’t yet 
know that thirty minutes before the take-off his family was kidnapped. 
For them to live, everyone on the plane must die. The pilot must crash 
the plane. 

If you enjoy a thriller, Falling ticks all the boxes – twisty-turny plot, 
good characters, unrelenting tension. J.T. Newman knows her stuff, 
too. She worked for Virgin America and Alaska Airlines as a flight 
attendant and wrote much of the book on cross-country red-eye 
flights while her passengers were asleep.

Next, Hostage by the ever-reliable Clare Mackintosh (Sphere). This 
time we’re on the first non-stop flight from London to Sydney. Flight 
attendant Mina is trying to focus on the passengers and not on her 
troubled child and marriage back home. But soon after take-off Mina 
receives a chilling note. Someone wants to make sure the plane never 
reaches its destination, and they are threatening her family to get 
what they want.

Another thrilling flight, with the story of what is happening on board 
and what is going on back at home. The plot (you’ve guessed it) twists 
and turns and it builds up to an exciting climax. I’m not sure it was as 
intense as Falling, but a good read nonetheless.

Seat 7a by the German writer Sebastian Fitzek (Head of Zeus). Another 
book, another flight, this time from Buenos Aires to Berlin. Mats Kruger, 
who is terrified of flying, is on board, going to visit his daughter who 
is about to give birth. But he receives a call – his daughter has been 
kidnapped. The caller has one demand: convince the pilot to crash the 
plane or his daughter will die.

I have found this book difficult to get into, and I put it down in favour of 
other reads. I will, however, give it another go and will report back!

I couldn’t do a review of aeroplane thrillers without at least mentioning the Godfather of 
aeroplane thrillers – Arthur Hailey and Airport. A 1960s classic played out over seven hours 
as a blizzard rages above Chicago. Marvellous.

As ever, look to Eye Library or Diss Publishing for your book choices! 

You can find Mary-Jane on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maryjanerileyauthor/
19

A GOOD READ BY MARY-JANE
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CCaarr  SSeerrvviiccee,,  MMOOTT  TTeessttiinngg  aanndd  RReeppaaiirrss  
 

WORKSHOP 
Service all Makes and 

Models 
Air Conditioning 

Engine Diagnostics 
Fault Finding 

Engine Management Lights 
Exhausts 

ABS 
 

MOT TESTING  
MOTS while you wait - 

By Appointment 
Petrol 
Diesel 
Electric 
Hybrids 

 
 

BODYSHOP 
Accident Work 

Body Work Repairs 
Paint Work 
 Re-Sprays 

Welding 
 

ITEMS STOCKED 
Tyres 

Batteries 
Wiper Blades 

Bulbs 
Calor Gas 

 

FORECOURT SERVICES 
Petrol and Diesel 

Tyre Pressure and Levels 
Checked 

Bulbs Fitted While You Wait 
Antifreeze Check 

 

LLaammbbeerrttss  SSeerrvviiccee  SSttaattiioonn  LLttdd  

Competitive prices on Tyres - Quotes given 

Free no obligation Estimates on work needed 

Find us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/lambertsservicestation 

Shop Green, Bacton, Stowmarket, IP14 4LG, Tel: 01449 781260 Mobile: 07834 778116 

 

 

www.lambertsservicestationltd.com Email : lamberts.1@btconnect.com 

We have a fully equipped workshop where all manner of repairs can be undertaken. An MOT testing station and a 
Body Shop where we can undertake Insurance accident repairs, general repair work and re-sprays. We also 
operate a Recovery service which includes Home Starts. We are one of the few remaining rural Petrol Filling 

stations and offer forecourt attended services. Please visit our website for full list of services. 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
Home Starts 
Breakdown 

Accident Recovery 
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QUIZ NIGHT 

 

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

AT GISLINGHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL FUNDS 
 

£5.00 PER TICKET  
 

DOORS OPEN AT 7.00 PM  
 

BRING YOUR OWN FOOD,  
DRINKS AND GLASSES  

 
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM: 

 
TERRY WILLIAMS 01379 783903 or 

gislinghamvillagehall@gmail.com 
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GISLINGHAM VILLAGE STORE RE-BRANDS AS 
LONDIS…….

On Friday 16th July, Gislingham Village Store re-branded as a Londis store. Julie Bell, 
Chair of Gslingham Parish Council cut the ribbon, to mark the occasion.

The village shop has been run by Vinoth and his wife Kaarunya since December 2019, 
and the re-branding does not affect the ownership of the store.

Kaarunya said: “The move to making the store a ‘Londis’ branded store, enables us 
to get a more efficient supply of products, with deliveries 3 days a week direct from 
Londis.  It also enables us to offer a better choice of products and better pricing to our 
customers.  We are also able to offer Londis promotions, which means every month 
there are ‘promotional offers’ on certain products, making us competitive against the 
big supermarket chains.”

The Village Shop is now also a ‘Hermes ParcelShop’, so you can now send, collect and 
return your parcels via Hermes.

The Gislingham Village shop continues to be a valuable asset to Gislingham village life.

The shop opening hours are:
Monday to Saturday: 7.00am to 8.00pm & Sunday: 8.00am to 6.00pm. 
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The Four Horseshoes Inn, Wickham Road, Thornham Magna

This beautiful rambling, thatched building dates back to about 1150, which makes it 
Suffolk’s oldest pub, and one of oldest in the country.

Today much of the internal space is used for dining. Much woodwork is exposed. A well is 
located in one part of the bar.

Because of the high quality of its architecture, it is now Second-grade listed. Inside there is 
much in the way of exposed wood, inglenook fireplace, with there is even a wishing well. 
The well certainly pre-dates the part of the building it is in and could be why the site was 
first chosen to build on all those years ago.

The main beam, or ‘King post’ has carvings of some importance, these are up in the loft. 
You can also see carbon on the 
inside of the thatch which is said to 
be from an early fire pit - long before 
the days of fireplaces and chimneys.

Local legend tells of a tunnel running 
from here to the nearby Stoke Ash 
White Horse, though we understand 
no evidence exists for it. In 2008 at 
the age of 19, Tom Parkhurst took 
over the pub and was then thought 
to be the youngest publican in the 
country.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Pre- WWI

c1935
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the small tree plantation. At the 
exit point of the Charity Meadow, 
go straight across the field which 
is FP 42. Continue along this path 
until you come to small ditch 
on your right. You can either go 
over the ditch or walk another 20 
metres and turn right towards the 
hedge where another footpath 
emerges (FP59). Bear left keeping 
the hedge to your right until you 
reach the new way marker FP001. 
Turn left and walk across the field 
until you reach Back Street.

Go straight across which is 
signposted for Jenny’s Farm. This 
is now a bridleway, so look out 
for horses. Continue between the 
farms fence on the left and the 
hedging on the right. This was 
very flooded back in February, so 
it should have dried out by now. 
At the end of this path, turn left 
and continue on the bridleway 
until you reach the Gislingham 
Road, just north of Finningham.

(To make it a shorter walk, as you 
come out of the woods, take the 
left FP which will take you further 
up Gislingham Road, nearer the 
village).

Make you way back to Gislingham 
via the Gislingham Road.

Martyn Bryant
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MPD TANKS LTD

Steel and Plastic oil 
tanks installed
Fully Insured
Telephone:
01449 767820    
07708 395889 
Mendlesham

List your hours or the time and 
date of your event. 

Get in shape and be healthy!
Start your fitness journey now with the following, based in Gislingham:

•	 1-2-1 Personal Training 
Special offer: pay for 4 sessions, get the 5th free. Pay for 9 
sessions, get the 10th free.

•	 Group Bootcamp classes 
Only £5 per session. Max of 10 people per session.

•	 Fitness advice

•	 Nutritional advice

All in a friendly, relaxed environment and all ages and abilities catered for.
 No minimum contract or commitment – simply pay-as-you-go.
Please call Mike on 07545 019187 or email: mike@hyattfitness.co.uk  

for more information.
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MELLIS SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION APPEAL

The MSPA would like to create a lasting COVID legacy that would be 
benefit children at Mellis Primary School now and would be around 
for years to come. Something that will be looked back upon as a 
show of resilience and strength of what we have all experienced 
over the past year. 

One recurring thing that has been an important part of the fight against COVID 
is the need for fresh air. With that in mind we have approached a company that 
specialises in constructing Outside Classrooms Essentially a 5m x 5m wooden 
gazebo that will comfortably seat a full class of up to 30 pupils. 

This new facility can be used for all sorts of outdoor 
learning, from numeracy and literacy lessons to 
drama, PE, art and so much more. The vision is not 
only to use the space as an outdoor classroom, but 
also as a hub for outdoor activities, Eco-projects, 
and extra-curricular events. We are excited about 
the many health and well-being benefits this new 
space will provide for our children. 

Our challenge is to raise nearly £11,000 to complete the project. We are currently 
in receipt of generous donations from Persimmon Homes and Tresidor Investment 
Management. However, we need to raise more and would like to invite anyone 
who feels they would like to contribute towards this project, to donate on this Just 
Giving page:-  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/mspaclassroom
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By 2025 we will have prepared more young people with skills 
for life, supported by amazing leaders delivering an inspiring 
programme. We will be growing, more inclusive, shaped by young 
people and making a bigger impact in our communities.

As a movement, we have grown for the last 13 years. We want to continue that 
positive trend, bringing skills for life to more young people across the UK.

Our varied and exciting programme includes, hikes, camping, backwoods 
cooking, camp skills, plus many more activities with specific badges to gain.

If you would like to join in on the action and gain ‘Skills for Life’ then checkout 
the local groups to Gislingham.

1st Mendlesham Scout Group
Our catchment area is, Mendlesham, Gislingham, Thwaite, Stoke Ash, Old 
Newton, Stowupland, Wetheringsett plus other local villages.

Beavers: (6-8 years) meet on a Thursday at 5.30pm - 6.30pm

Cubs: (8-10 ½ years) meet on a Wednesday at 6.45pm – 8.15pm

Scouts: (10 ½-14 years) meet on a Monday at 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Explorers: (14-18 years) meet on a Thursday at 7.30pm – 9.30pm

More information is on our website:  www. 1stmendleshamscouts.org.uk or 
contact the Group Scout Leader, Martyn Bryant on 01379 788998 or email 
martyn_bryant@hotmail.com

Clubs 4 Kids

SCOUTING
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1st Eye Scout Group

Our catchment area is, Mellis, Yaxley, Gislingham, Hinderclay, Rickinghall, Eye, 
Wortham, Hoxne plus other local villages.
Beavers: (6-8 years) meet on a Wednesday at 5.30pm - 6.30pm
Cubs: (8-10 ½ years) meet on a Monday at 6.00pm – 7.30pm
Scouts: (10 ½-14 years) meet on a Tuesday at 7.30pm – 9.15pm
Explorers: (14-18 years) meet on a Friday at  7.30pm – 9.30pm
More information contact the Group Scout Leader, Juliet Grimes 07721 010136 
or email: juliet@eyescouts.org.uk

What our Scouting Ambassadors have said:
Scouts made us who we are today – it gave us skills for life. But now we need 
more volunteers to support the next generation of young people. Volunteering’s 
good for your CV, your health and happiness, and your community. Find out how 
it can be good for you too.
Scouts isn’t just good for young people. It’s good for you too!
We help young people - and adult volunteers - step up, speak up and find their 
place in the world.
We build skills for life. Find out more at www.scouts.org.uk/volunteer
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C A D E C R E A T I V E

Cop y w r i t i ng /ed i t i ng /p roo f rea d i ng

Pr in t B uy i ng

Gra p h i c D es ig n
Logo s , bu s i n e s s c a rd s , ad v e r t s , po s t e r s , 
b r o c h u r e s , s i gn s , n e ws l e t t e r s , f l y e r s e t c . 

Fo r a quo t e o r t o s ee wo r k s amp l e s
o r t e s t imon ia l s :

Te l : 01379 78 3 380 / 0 7931 850 8 13

j o c l i f f o rd @ c a d ec rea t i ve . co m 0

5

25

75

95

100

Messenger advert_quarter_2019 version_v3_31-1-19

31 January 2019 18:04:46

BOTESDALE HAIR PARLOUR

Unisex Hair salon

Using Matrix and 
TIGI Hair products

Open Tuesday – Saturday 
Covering all aspects of hairdressing

Please call 01379 890900
Chilvers,

1 Market Place.
Botesdale 

Diss. IP22 1BT

www.botesdalehairparlour.co.uk
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GISLINGHAM 

 
Welcomes New Members 

 
If you are new to the village or surrounding area and would like 
to connect with ladies with similar interests the WI is a must for 

you.  We have restarted our monthly meetings and have a 
selection of speakers who offer a wide variety of talks. We will be 

hosting workshops and have members’ interest groups. Come 
along and see for yourself.  

(It’s not all Jam and Jerusalem). 
 

If you would like more information, please contact  
Sue Vanner 01379 788093 or Terrie Gray 01379 788521 
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TERRAPIN NEWS AUGUST 2021

Over the next few weeks there are going to be ongoing delays in 
the collection of refuse collections. 

Oliver Faiers MS&BDC’s Corporate Manager for Waste, Recycling and Fleet has 
written to me this week:

 “While crews are already out working hard to deal with the back log, we 
currently have 4 (out of 10) refuse collections rounds running up to a day 
behind, and garden waste rounds are delayed by 2 days. This is due to high 
levels of staff absence, combined with a nationwide lack of available agency 
staff (HGV Drivers) – which we would use in more normal times, to cover busy 
periods.

We of course, continue to have crews in over the weekends to help catch up – 
including this coming Saturday. Should you receive any queries from residents 
please: thank them for their patience, advise them to continue leave their 
bins out, and that we will return to collect them as soon as possible.”

These delays, like much of what is happening nationally are very much out of 
Olly’s hands. As I write there is evidence of a rising rate of Covid-19 infection 
without any sign of it slowing or levelling off. This is undoubtably effecting staff 
availability. The nationwide shortage of HGV drivers is due partly to the effects 
of the pandemic which has resulted in a shortfall of an estimated 20,000 
newly trained and qualified drivers and the loss of Eastern European drivers, 
10% of the total work force, who returned home and are either unwilling or 
find it difficult to return to the UK to work because of the newly introduced 
Government’s point-based immigration rules. 

Added to this there are significant numbers of drivers 55 and older who are 
approaching retirement and changes to the tax laws, IR-35 that, combined 
with poor pay, make the occupation unattractive.

This is adding to a perfect storm that will affect everyone in some way: 
shortages in supermarkets, medicines, delays in building materials and, as 
mentioned earlier, refuse collection. The list is endless.

Arthur Charvonia, B&MSDC Chief Executive has this week cancelled the full 
council meeting scheduled for July 22nd, basically the reason is that the council 
chamber at Endeavour House is too small to allow in-person meetings and 
comply with Covid-secure guidelines that do not change for businesses on July 
19th. At this point I would like to remind everyone that until May 6th when 
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the Government reinstated the rules regarding in person council meetings 
the council had been able to work efficiently, economically, and effectively by 
means of virtual meetings.

B&MSDC have assembled the Accommodation and Agile-Working Group, they 
are consulting on how much of Endeavour House is needed as they plan for a 
“New Normality” in 2022. Less space will be needed because of new working 
practices, more home working, virtual meetings, flexible hours. This is not 
just because of the health and wellbeing benefits but also because it is more 
efficient and cost effective.

In the present situation I think it perfectly reasonable that a shortage of lorry 
drivers could have been anticipated and measures taken, I also think disruption 
could have been anticipated due to insistence that public meetings should be 
subject to the Local Government Act passed in 1972, which does not allow for 
virtual meetings could be expected – they were a thing then of science fiction. 
Vaccination, wearing masks and good ventilation are known to be effective in 
controlling infection, anything else is venturing into the unknown. Stay safe 
everyone.

Rowland Warboys,  MSDC Cllr.

Local ladies
boutique with
beautiful
collections for
every occasion.
We also stock
accessories, 
gifts, footwear
 and vouchers
 available too!

Every small
purchase makes a

big difference

Visit our website to
learn more about us,

see our clothes and
have a look at our

makeover days !
www.dream-on.co.uk

Compton House,
13 castle St,

 Eye
Tel: 01379 678483

Shop 
Local
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ELITE FENCING & LANDSCAPING 

All types of fencing erected.
Patios, Bases, Turfing, Decking.

Paths, Hard surface pressure washing.
All outdoor work undertaken.

Home 01359 221128, Mobile 07761 651567
Trevor@elite-fencing.co.uk

www.elite-fencing.co.uk

Your Advert 
could be here.

Cost-effective advertising 
that really works!

The Messenger is delivered 
FREE every month to over 

900 households.

Contact Tracey on:
01379 783427 or

traceyaskew@outlook.com
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TRIED AND TESTED RECIPES by Debbie

Strawberries & cream tray bake
Prep: 20 mins / Cook: 30 mins plus cooling / Serves = 16 
Here’s a Summer desert that is ideal for serving at barbecues!

INGREDIENTS:

•	 225g butter, softened
•	 225g Golden Caster Sugar
•	 4 Free Range Eggs
•	 225g self-raising flour
•	 1 tsp baking powder
•	 7g Freeze Dried Strawberries
•	 175g Strawberry Jam
•	 200ml double cream
•	 365g fresh strawberries, hulled and sliced

For the frosting:

•	 280g soft cheese
•	 25g Golden Icing Sugar

Preparation:-

1) Pre-heat the oven to 180C / Gas 4. Grease the base line a 27 x 22cm tin.
2) Whisk the butter and caster sugar together until pale and fluffy, then 

whisk in the eggs one at a time.
3) Mix together the flour, baking powder and 2/3 freeze dried strawberries, 

and fold into the butter mixture. Swirl in 2 tbsp of the jam and spoon the 
mixture into the tin, spreading it our evenly.

4) Bake for 30 mins, or until a skewer inserted comes out clean. Cool 
slightly before removing from the tin, then cool completely.

5) Cut the cake in half horizontally and spread the remaining jam over the 
bottom layer.

6) Whisk the cream to soft peaks and spread over the jam, then top with 
strawberries and finally the top layer of cake.

7) Whisk the soft cheese and icing sugar together until thickened slightly, 
then spread evenly over the top of the cake. Sprinkle with the remaining 
freeze-dried strawberries.

8) Cut into 16 squares and serve on a large platter.
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DDoommeessttiicc  &&  CCoonnttrraacctt  FFlloooorriinngg  SSppeecciiaalliissttss  

Carpets  Luxury Vinyl Tile    Vinyl  
Safety Flooring  Contract Flooring   Door mats 

 Fully inclusive flooring service, so the price you see is really the price you pay. 
 

The Old Theatre, Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7AF 
01379 870190    07850 573366  

www.eyeflooring.co.uk    info@eyeflooring.co.uk 
 

Shop open:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 9.30am - 4pm, 
Tuesday - 9.30am - 1pm    Saturday 9am - 12.30pm 

Fitting and quotations can be arranged for outside of these times,  
please contact us to discuss. 

 
 
 

 
Is your garden overrun with moles? 

Do you have a wasp nest? 
Are your paddocks overrun with rabbits? 

     For ALL your domestic or commercial Pest Control. 
Woodworm treatment available. 

              No obligation – free survey/quotes. 
 

Pest infestation can damage your health and your home. Recent surveys show that numbers of 
mice/rats and bed bugs found in UK homes are on the rise. As Local Authorities are cutting back on 
free pest control services.  We are here to offer you a service at the right price. 

Call us to discuss your pests on 07809 226109. 

www.safeandsoundhygieneandpestcontrol.co.uk 
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  St Mary’s Church, Gislingham 
 

Annual Flower Festival 
in celebration of 

 

 
August 28th – 30th 2021 
(Bank Holiday Weekend) 

10am – 4pm daily 
 

                                                                                      
                                              
 

Come along to enjoy the flowers, enter the  
Grand Draw, join us for refreshments  

and on Sunday visit our range of stalls. 
 

 
                                                     

 
 

Friends of St Mary’s Gislingham 
Registered Charity No:  1137891 
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Beyond The Wall is a charity based in the ‘Walled Garden’ on the Thornham Estate in Thornham 
Magna. We provide work experience for people aged 16+ with additional needs. 

Attendees can learn horticulture in the Victorian walled garden, life skills, access the community, 
work as part of a team, make lifelong friendships and have work experience in our tearooms. 

Find out more about us and have some fun at Apple Day:  Food—Games—Music—And more! 

Free entry and parking (donations welcome). For more information, please visit our website: 
www.beyondthewall.org.uk or call 01379 788700 

Beyond The Wall, The Walled Garden, Thornham Magna, Near Eye, Suffolk, IP23 8HA 

Beyond The Wall is a charity based in the ‘Walled Garden’ on the Thornham Estate in 
Thornham Magna. We provide work experience for people aged 16+ with additional 
needs.

Attendees can learn horticulture in the Victorian walled garden, life skills, access 
the community, work as part of a team, make lifelong friendships and have work 
experience in our tearooms.

Find out more about us and have some fun at Apple Day: Food—Games—Music—And 
more!

Free entry and parking (donations welcome). For more information, please visit our 
website: www.beyondthewall.org.uk or call 01379 788700

Beyond The Wall, The Walled Garden, Thornham Magna, Near Eye, Suffolk, IP23 8HA
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4 Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk
Tel: 01379 870688

www.cocoamama.co.uk

*Handmade Suffolk Chocolates and 
chocolate gifts

*National postal delivery or click and 
collect online

*Takeout coffees, hot chocolates & 
cakes

search @suffolkchocolate on 
facebook

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

       FHT     IHBC    IIHHT     
      
Facials      Massage      Waxing 

      Manicures & Pedicures     Lash & Brow Tinting 
 

Highly Experienced Therapist offering professional, 
classic treatments from a bespoke treatment studio,  
set in private, tranquil surroundings, in Wortham. 

 
For more information or to book your treatment 
 please contact Louise 

         07711 524019 
www.loualexanderbeauty.co.uk      

  loualexanderbeauty@gmail.com        
 

JUMBLE SALE
at

All Saints Church, Stoke Ash.
on

Saturday 31st July from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm.

Entrance & Parking are FREE and refreshments will be available.

Following COVID guidance at all times

In aid of church funds
All Saints Church, Roman Way, Stoke Ash, Eye IP23 7EP
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Scams Awareness 2021 – Where to go for more help 
The Messenger is supporting Scams Awareness 2021, 
which aims to raise awareness and help equip people with 
the knowledge they need to recognise scams. 

Anyone can fall victim to a scam. People of all ages and 
backgrounds get scammed. It is important to be on your 
guard and if you are not sure about something take your 
time and get advice. 

Scammers only target the elderly? – Wrong! - Statistics show that people in their 20’s are 
most likely to be scammed!

Where to go for more help:

•	 If someone has been scammed, or thinks they have been scammed, they can contact 
the Citizens Advice consumer service by calling 0808 223 1133.

•	 If they’ve been scammed online they can also get advice from a Citizens Advice 
Scams Action adviser (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm) on 0808 250 5050 or via 
the Citizens Advice webchat at:- 
 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/get-help-with-online-scams/

•	 You can also use the Citizens Advice online scams helper to work out if something is a 
scam and see the next steps to take at:  
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/

•	 There’s lot of scams advice in the consumer section of the Citizens Advice website at: 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/

•	 You can check recent scams on the Action Fraud website, and sign up for email alerts 
to find out about scams in your area at: www.actionfraud.police.uk/news

•	 You can also find out about common financial scams on the Financial Conduct 
Authority’s website at: www.fca.org.uk/consumers/protect-yourself-scams 

TIP OFF, RIP OFF!
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Each 3 x 3 box, each row and 
each column must contain all 

the numbers 1 to 9

Last issue solution

6 7 2

2

7 8 9 1

1 8 9

9 1 7

2 6 7

5 4

3 9 5

1 5 7 8

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

8 3 9 7 2 6 4 5 1

5 1 6 8 4 9 2 7 3

2 7 4 1 5 3 9 8 6

6 9 2 3 8 1 5 4 7

1 5 8 9 7 4 3 6 2

7 4 3 2 6 5 8 1 9

4 2 1 5 9 7 6 3 8

3 8 5 6 1 2 7 9 4

9 6 7 4 3 8 1 2 5

Oil, Gas & LPG Servicing and Repairs

01379 783427
Wickham Gate, High Street,

Gislingham, Eye
Suffolk, IP23 8JD
maheating.co.uk
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Across
  5 Thickening agent in cooking (9)
  8 Sterile (4)
  9 Delinquent (8)
10 Playful (6)
11 Gloomy (6)
13 Twitchy (2,4)
15 Purge (6)
16 Lethargy — not in CIA (anag) (8)
18 People (4)
19 Haphazard (3,2,4)

Down  

  1 Flute or oboe, for instance (8)
  2 Seize — fragment (6)
  3 Habitually (6)
  4 Scottish island — mountains on the  
     French-Swiss border (4)
  6 Conspicuous (9)
  7 Give up (9)

12 Henry VIII’s warship that sank in the  
      Solent (8)
14 Inventor with over 1,000 US patents to  
      his name, d. 1931 (6)
15 Canal or hat? (6)
17 Copy without acknowledgement (4)

CROSSWORD CHALLENGEQuick crossword  no 15,662

1 2 3 4

5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19

Across
 5 Thickening agent in cooking (9)
 8 Sterile (4)
 9 Delinquent (8)
10 Playful (6)
11 Gloomy (6)
13 Twitchy (2,4)
15 Purge (6)
16 Lethargy — not in CIA (anag) (8)
18 People (4)
19 Haphazard (3,2,4)

Down
 1 Flute or oboe, for instance (8)
 2 Seize — fragment (6)
 3 Habitually (6)
 4 Scottish island — mountains on the 

French-Swiss border (4)
 6 Conspicuous (9)
 7 Give up (9)
12 Henry VIII’s warship that sank  

in the Solent (8)
14 Inventor with over 1,000 US 

patents to his name, d. 1931 (6)
15 Canal or hat? (6)

17 Copy without acknowledgement 
(4)

Solution no 15,661
P E S Z

C R O W N J E W E L S
L K A A R E

W A R Y C O M M O N L Y
Y T Y H F

S P A M M E R W O T A N
I E D A U S

A G G R O A C T R E S S
E I B R U

C O R D U R O Y F U R Y
N I I L A E
S M A L L M I N D E D

N L C E

Last issue solution

Across
 1 Shrub with berries used to flavour 

gin (7)
 8 In a shrewd way (7)
 9 Unit of explosive power (7)
10 Tooth doctor (7)
11 Rapid simultaneous shooting (5)
13 Luxurious car (with a chauffeur?) 

(9)
15 Go to sleep! (6,3)
18 Violent disturbance (5)
21 Behaved dishonestly (7)
22 Nero or I (anag) — from which a 

common metal comes (4,3)
23 It’s offensively ugly (7)
24 Hovering singer (7)

Down
 1 The first king of England and 

Scotland (5)
 2 First name of the leader of the 

Brexit Party since 2019 (5)
 3 Place to fill the tank (6,7)
 4 Unsystematic (6)

 5 Hum yon quartet (anag) — basic 
explanation of all modern physics 
(7,6)

 6 Sign of the zodiac (6)
 7 Evergreen shrub with white flowers 

(6)
12 German-based supermarket chain 

(4)
14 Hopeless (informal) (2,2)
15 Growth found on tree trunks  

and rocks (6)
16 Bloke (6)
17 Once popular songs (often golden) 

(6)
19 Bowed instrument slightly larger 

than a violin (5)
20 Examine (5)

Quick crossword  no 15,633

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21

22

23

24

S O T T O V O C E J M
V U I A F E T A

H U R R I C A N E L N
M K T N F L O G

I O F O Y E R Y A
C O F F E R D U R B A N
E F D G E E
H O T T U B U B O A T S
O H P O T T Y N E
C H E W W O K S
K P S L I P K N O T S
E V E N E I O U
Y G B R O A D B A N D

Solution no 15,632
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Inspirational Gardens Professionally 
Designed, Expertly Created 

  

Want something fabulous but 
don't know where to start?  

Contact me for a friendly, 
down to earth chat

I’m qualified with a horticultural 
degree from Writtle College, 

have worked at the Beth 
Chatto Gardens and been 

designing gardens since 2002 

www.plants-for-life.com

01359 77 2017 
enquiries@plants-for-life.com

Chestnut House, 12 Progress Way, 
Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7HU 
Tel: 01379 871168 
 

Ley House, 11a London Road, 
Harleston, IP20 9BH 
Tel: 01379 851253 

Susan Whymark 
Funeral Service 

Independent Funeral Service 
Serving Eye, Harleston 

and the surrounding areas 
Since 2004 

Providing a PROFESSIONAL & Caring Service 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

see our reviews at 
www.susanwhymark.co.uk 

email: susan@susanwhymark.co.uk 
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Book Sale & Cake Stall 
 

Saturday 7th August 2021 
 

10am – 12noon 
 

                   Gislingham Village Hall 
 

Second-hand books will be for sale. 

We will be pleased to accept any paperback books. 
(Up to 10 per household). 

 
This is a popular event and a great way to catch up with everyone.  

Come and join us for a cup of coffee and delicious cake. 
 

We will be compliant with the current Government regulations at the 
time. 

Please support us. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Friends of St. Mary’s, Gislingham 

Registered Charity No: 1137891 
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South Hartismere Benefice 

August 2021 Newsletter  
  

                      Closing the Marriage Registers 
 

If you were married in church, or you have been a guest at 
a church wedding you will be aware of the important part in  

the service when the couple and their witnesses sign the marriage registers - a special 
moment that is often photographed on the day.  
 
We have always had special books in our churches where we record weddings, 
baptisms and funerals, but on May 4th a change in law meant that we had to close our 
marriage registers.  The Church has been closely involved in witnessing and 
solemnising marriages since the 11th century, and from the Reformation parishes 
were required to keep written record of all those married in their churches, which 
remained in force until the 18th century.  The Marriage Act 1836 provided for the 
duplicate green register books with which we are familiar, and whose use came to an 
end on the 4th May 2021.   
 
Throughout June, the clergy and churchwardens met in each of our churches to close 
the registers and to pray for couples that have married in our churches in the past and 
those that will marry in our churches in the future. It was a historical and emotional 
moment, because for centuries it has been our privilege as a church, entrusted to us 
by the state, to keep these legal records of marriages. Weddings in Church will still 
continue, but will be registered in a different way.  
 
As we closed the registers for the last time we prayed: 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of love and remember the many men 
and women who have stood in this place to make their vows to one another, 
and whose names are written in these registers [and those before them].  We 
thank you for all the joy and fruitfulness born of their marriages.  We remember:  
Those whose faithfulness was lifelong and who are now at rest.  Those who 
were widowed and bore long grief, or who married again.  Those whose 
marriages, begun in hope did not bring them joy, or which ended how they did 
not intend.  We remember also the fathers, whose names are recorded here, 
and the mothers, whose names are not; the friends and relations who bore 
witness to the weddings, and the clergy who solemnised them……..   

 
The end of an era! 
 
If you are thinking of marrying in one of our churches, just ask!   We will do all we can 
to make it a day to remember. 
 
Blessings, Julia 
 
 
From the Parishes:  
 
In loving memory: Tracey Robertson, Gislingham 
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South Hartismere Benefice 
Recovery Worship Rota 

For services held in church and online 
 

August 2021 
    
Week 1 
Sunday 1ST August 
The 9th Sunday after Trinity 
 

On-line   9.00am Worship for All 
Gislingham 10.30am Worship for All  
Thorndon 10.30am Holy Communion  
   

    
Wednesday 4th August Mid-week Worship On-line 7.00pm 
Thursday 5th August Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion 11.00am 
  
Week 2 
Sunday 8th August 
The 10th Sunday after Trinity 

On-line   9.00am Worship for All 
Mellis 10.30am Worship for All 
Stoke Ash 10.30am Holy Communion 
   

    
Wednesday 11th August  Mid-week Worship On-line 7.00pm 
Thursday 12th August  Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion 11.00am 
    
Week 3 
Sunday 15th August 
The 11th Sunday after Trinity  

On-line   9.00am Worship for All 
Thornham Parva 10.30am Worship for All 
Wetheringsett 10.30am Holy Communion 
   

    
Wednesday 18th August  Mid-week Worship On-line 7.00pm 
Thursday 19th August  Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion 11.00am 
  
Week 4 
Sunday 22nd August  
The 12th Sunday after Trinity 
 

On-line   9.00am Worship for All 
Yaxley 10.30am Worship for All 
Thornham Magna 10.30am Holy Communion 
   
   

Wednesday 25th August   Mid-week Worship On-line 7.00pm 
Thursday 26th August  Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion 11.00am 
  
Week 5 
Sunday 29th August 
The 13th Sunday after Trinity  

No Online Worship 
Stoke Ash 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion  

   
    
Contact: 
  

        
  

 

Reverend Canon Julia Lall - Rector 
rev.julialall@gmail.com  01379 678064 

 
Reverend Lauren Moore – Curate  

rev.laurenmoore@gmail.com  07798705876   
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHartismereChurches/ 
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Gislingham Bus Timetable:

Gislingham to Stowmarket - Mon to Fri: leaves Gislingham 07:05am 
Return bus leaves Stowmarket: Mon to Fri: 17:30 

Thurs (Market Day) leaves Gislingham 07:05 / 09:30 / 13:35 
Return bus leaves Stowmarket: Thurs 12:45 and 17:30

Fareline Bus (Weds only) to Bury S.t Edmunds:  leaves Gislingham 09:45am 
and returns from Bury St. Edmunds 13:20.

Mellis Bus Timetable:  110 – Eye to Diss

Eye to Diss (Monday to Friday) - leaves Mellis, opp Railway Tavern:  10.46

Diss – Eye (Monday to Friday) – leaves Diss, adj Bus Station:  13.30

https://www.simonds.co.uk/local-bus-times

Thornham Bus Timetable: Fairline Bus 320 (Weds only)

Thornham Magna (Four Horseshoes) 09:45am and returns from Bury St. 
Edmunds 13:20, arriving back at Thornham Magna 14:36

Post Van: Gislingham 

Fridays at Village Hall:  
12.15 – 14.15

Mobile Library: Gislingham

Weds 18th August,  
(then every 4 weeks).

Broadfields Road: 15.10 – 15.45
Mill Street: 15.50 – 16.05

LOCAL INFORMATION



Anglian Water Emergency 0800  145145
Botesdale Health Centre 01379 898295
Church Wardens:
 Gislingham - Ann Cottee 01379 788633
 Mellis - Betty Wells 01379 788155
 Thornham Magna and Thornham Parva - James Fawcett 01379 788130
Citizens Advice Bureau  Stowmarket 01449 676060
Citizens Advice Bureau Diss 01379 640530
Clerk (Parish)  (Gislingham) 07900 963471
 clerk@gislinghamparishcouncil.com 07796 410694
Clerk (Village) (Tina Schwarz - Thornham Magna) 01379 788207
Clerk (Parish) (Christine Moore - Thornham Parva) 01379 783226
Connecting Communities = Suffolk Passenger Transport 01449 614271 
Crime Stoppers 0800  555111
District Council - Cllr Rowland Warboys 01379 783412
 rowland.warboys@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Electricity Emergency 08007 838838
Essex & Suffolk Water Emergency 08457 820999
Eye Health Centre 01379 870689
Hall Bookings (Terry Williams - Gislingham) 01379 783903
 email gislinghamvillagehall@gmail.com 
 (Penny Bullock - Mellis) 01379 788809
 (Thornham) hallbookings@thornhams.org 01379 788154
Mellis Parish Council Chairperson (Lawrie Read) 01379 788248 
 mellisparishcouncil@gmail.com
Mendlesham Health Centre 01449 767722
Member of Parliament - Jo Churchill 01284 752311
 jo.churchill.mp@parliament.uk - www.jochurchill.org.uk 020 7219 8487
Neighbourhood Watch Gislingham - (Christopher Tranter) 01449 782028
NHS Direct 111
Suffolk Doctors On Call 03001 303066
Suffolk Fire Service & Community Fire Safety 01473 260586
Suffolk County Council -Cllr Jessica Fleming 01449 711065 
 jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk
Suffolk Police (non urgent) 101

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
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High quality dental 
treatment in a 
calm, comfortable 
and relaxing 
environment

Tel: 01379897176 
Email: reception@botesdaledental.co.uk 
Botesdale Dental Practice, Holly Close, 
The Drift, Botesdale, Suffolk IP22 1DH 

Find us on
www.botesdaledental.co.uk
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